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The guests are seated at their tables 
Bride  is escorted down the aisle by her dad and their dog. 

  
  

Opening prayer: 
  

Gracious God, always faithful in your love for us, we rejoice in your 
presence. You create love. You unite us in one human family. May your 
presence fill our hearts with new joy, and make new the lives of your 
people whose marriage we celebrate. Bless all creation through this 

sign of your love shown in the love of Bride and Groom for each other. 
Sustain them, and all of us, in a love that knows no end. Amen 

  
Who gives this woman to be married? 

  
Dad:  Her mother and I do! 

  
Her father kisses and hugs her, greets Groom and puts her hand in his. 

Dad takes his place by his wife 
  

Please be seated. 
  

We are gathered here today to celebrate one of life‛s greatest 
moments, and to cherish the words which shall unite Bride and Groom 

in marriage as one.  
Marriage is the promise between two people.  Two people who love each 

other, and who trust in that love.  
Two people who honor one another as individuals, and who wish to spend 

the rest of their lives together.  
Bride and Groom, today you are surrounded by your friends and family, 
all of whom have gathered here to witness your marriage  and to share 



in the joy of this special occasion, 
Today, as you join yourselves in marriage, there is a vast and unknown 
future stretching out before you. the possibilities and potentials of 

your married life are great. 
And now it falls upon your shoulders the task of choosing your values 

and making real your dreams. 
Through your commitment to each other, may you grow and nurture a 

love that makes both of you better people, a love that continues to give 
you great joy, and also a passion for living that provides you with 

energy and patience to face the responsibilities of life. 
This ceremony will not create a relationship that does not already exist 

between you. 
It is a symbol of the promises you will make to each other to continue 

growing stronger as individuals and as partners, no matter what 
challenges or success you encounter. 

Today, your lives, which began as two separate paths, will now be joined 
as one. 

  
  
Welcome Family and Friends of Bride and Groom!  Thank you for being 
here and your positive thoughts for a beautiful day!  It is!  I think even 
if it were to rain, there would be enough beauty and love here to warm 

even the coolest spring day and to light the night.  
We‛ve gathered here today not only at a wedding but in a home.  Bride 
and Groom wanted to open their home to their friends and family and 
to share these precious moments with all of you.  They spend their 

time, making their house a home and nurturing their gardens and flower 
beds.  It shows!  Not only in the faces of all of you but in the beauty 

and splendor of their home as well.  They are graced by your presence 
here as we are all graced by the presence of each other. 

  
We‛d also like to take a moment to remember those who are not here, 

especially the grandparents who are missed.  May we see their love 
blooming all around us in the fresh spring grass, new green leaves and 

budding flowers.  
  
  
  

From:  Union 



by Robert Fulgham 
  

"You have known each other from the first glance of acquaintance to 
this point of 

commitment. At some point, you decided to marry. From that moment 
of yes to this moment of yes, indeed, you have been making promises 
and agreements in an informal way. All those conversations that were 

held riding in a car or over a meal or during long walks - all those 
sentences that began with "When we're married" and continued with "I 

will and you will and we will" - those late night talks that included 
"someday and somehow and maybe"- and all those promises that are 

unspoken matters of the heart. All these common things, and more, are 
the real process of a wedding. The symbolic vows that you are about to 

make are a way of saying to one another, "You know all those things 
we've promised and hoped and dreamed- well, I meant it all, every 

word." Look at one another and remember this moment in time. Before 
this moment you have been many things to one another- acquaintance, 
friend, companion, lover, dancing partner, and even teacher, for you 
have learned much from one another in these last few years. Now 

you shall say a few words that take you across a threshold of life, and 
things will never quite be the same between you. For after these vows, 
you shall say to the world, this- is my husband, this- is my wife" 
  
  

Vows 
Bride and Groom speak their own vows to each other 

  
  
  
  
  

The Ring Exchange 
  
  

The wedding ring is the outward and visible sign of an inward and 
spiritual bond which unites two loyal hearts in endless love. 

  
It is a seal of the vows Bride and Groom have made to one another. 

  



Let us pray, Lord Bless these rings, that Groom and Bride, who give 
them, and who wear them, may ever abide in unity, love and happiness 

for the rest of their lives. Amen. 
  

Groom, Please repeat after me: 
  

Bride, I give you this ring as a symbol of our vows, and with all that I 
am, and all that I have, I honor you. With this ring, I thee wed. 

  
Zach places the ring on Bride‛s finger 

  
And Bride: 

Groom, I give you this ring as a symbol of our vows, and with all that I 
am, and all that I have, I honor you.  With this ring, I thee wed. 

  
Bride places the ring on Groom‛s finger.  

  
And now as you are holding hands take a moment, so that you may see 

the gift that you are to each other. 
  
These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of 

love for you, that are holding yours on your wedding day as you promise 
to love each other today, tomorrow and forever. 

  
These are the hands that will work alongside yours as together you 

build your future. 
  
These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your 

eyes, tears of sorrow and tears of joy. 
  

These are the hands that will give you support and encouragement to 
chase down your dreams. 

  
These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it. 

  
These are the hands that will lift your chin and brush your cheek as 

they raise your face to look into eyes that are filled with overwhelming 
love for you. 

  



And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged will 
still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken 

tenderness with just a touch. 
  
  
Now, Bride and Groom would like to commemorate the day by planting a 

tree.  
(I like this reading, we can reword it if you like) 

Thoughts in a Garden 
by R. Gerhardt 

  
Bride and Groom, your home is special place, a place where you have 

brought beautiful flowers and plants here to establish them, to nurture 
and care for them, that they may forever surround you with the beauty 

we now see. And into this place where we stand, you have brought 
something else beautiful -- the relationship that is becoming your 
marriage. Here you are declaring it and pledging it, promising to 

establish and nurture it. We are aware of the special beauty between 
the two of you, just as we are aware of the special beauty of this 

place. We are with you now in this appropriate place to celebrate your 
relationship as it is and as it is yet to be, and in doing so, we ask only 
that you remember how your life together will have the same seasons 

and needs as your gardens. There will be growth like spring and loss like 
fall; there will be giving as the blossoming flower, and rest as the seed 

beneath the snow. All the seasons will be yours, but remember, too, 
that gardens are not must happenings. The more wonderful the garden, 
the more skilled the gardener. So you will have to care deeply for your 

new tree and for the life that is now yours together. Nurture it. 
Appreciate your differences and cultivate them. You will have to take 
care of yourself, if for no other reason than out of love for the other. 

And you will need the support of family and friends to reach full 
growth. As you caringly chose to plant this tree as a declaration of 

your marriage, so remember its lessons for your life together through 
the seasons that are yours to share. And may those seasons bring you 

and yours joy and happiness. 
  
  

Plant the tree! 
  



Hunter Hayes Plays 
  
  
  

Closing 
Bride and Groom, as you make your home together, may you know great 

love together 
May your home be a place of happiness for all who enter it, a place 

where all are renewed in each other‛s company, 
a place for growing, understanding and laughter.  

When shadow and darkness crew within its walls, may it still be a place 
of hope, strength and love. 

May those who are nearest to you be constantly enriched by the 
beauty and bounty of your love for one another. 

  
You have made your marriage vows to one another, witnessed by your 

friends and family.  You have sealed your vows with the giving and 
receiving of the rings.  so now, by the power vested in me, I pronounce 

you as Husband and Wife! 
  

You may kiss the Bride! 
  
Ladies and Gentlemen, may I now present for the very first time  Mr. 

and Mrs.! 
 
 

Indy‛s Wedding Officiant 
Marry Me In Indy! 

Your Wedding Officiant In Indianapolis! 
 
 


